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Sprinkler Installation Labor 
The need for producing a sufficient supply of designers is mild compared to that of recruiting and 
training a qualified supply of installation labor.  In 2007 it was estimated that 913,750 sprinklers were 
installed in single family units.  Using the 40 year average of 1.169 million single family units built a year, 
there is a potential of 29.2 million sprinkler heads to be installed.  This means that as residential fire 
sprinkler requirements are enforced approximately 28.3 million additional fire sprinklers will be installed 
annually.  

 

 

A weighted average of 0.5 labor hours per sprinkler installed indicates that 7087 additional trained 
installation technicians will be required to handle this additional work.10  This is about a one‐third 
increase in the estimated number of technicians currently employed in the industry.   

                                                            
10 See Appendix Section 4 
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When the need for significant increases in the supply of trained design and installation labor is 
combined with the requirements for supervision, purchasing, administrative, and other supporting roles, 
it requires a serious examination of the challenges and opportunities that face the industry.  

 

Jurisdictional Enforcement Labor 
One area easily overlooked is the impact the adoption of zero‐tolerance residential fire sprinkler 
requirements will have on the local authorities to properly police the design and installation of an 
additional 29 million sprinklers each year.  Fire prevention bureaus in most professional departments 
throughout the United States are understaffed and undertrained for their current enforcement duties 
without taking on the immense workload created with the adoption of the residential fire sprinkler 
requirements by the ICC.   Volunteer departments are another story in and of themselves, but suffice it 
to say that they are in no better position (and most likely less equipped) than the paid departments to 
handle the additional enforcement duties. 

The additional work load is daunting.  Even with some scale achieved from typical buildings used in tract 
developments and multi‐unit developments, it is estimated that the working drawing(s) and hydraulic 
analysis review will be needed for an additional 680,358 residential systems annually. With an average 
of one hour for each plan review and a 25% factor for re‐submittals a total of 850,448 hours will be 
needed for plan reviews, which is the equivalent of 425 additional full‐time plan review positions. 
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In addition to the plan review, each single family residential unit will typically require two inspections of 
the fire sprinkler system to receive a certificate of occupancy.  These inspections include an inspection 
and hydrostatic test of the piping and other components before being covered up by drywall and finish 
materials.  The second is a final inspection and commissioning of the completed fire sprinkler system.  It 
is estimated that each single family residence (1,133,930 additional units) will average 1.6 hours of 
inspection for a total of 1,814,288 hours, which is the equivalent of 907 full‐time positions.11 

 

                                                            
11  See Appendix Section 5 
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Recruiting and Training 
There is no doubt that the adoption of this amendment will have a profound impact on the industry.  
How the industry responds is vital to the success of meeting the objectives desired by the proponents of 
fire sprinklers for all residential occupancies.  

The accurate design and layout of fire sprinkler systems is more demanding than other building systems.  
Even though the requirements for detail where residential systems are involved are less onerous than 
commercial systems, the numerous factors involved require skill and knowledge.  The accurate hydraulic 
analysis, the selection of the proper fire sprinkler(s), and their precise placement within design 
parameters such as position, location, areas of coverage, temperature rating, K‐factor, and such is 
critical.  Residential fire sprinkler system criteria are exact with little tolerance for field variance and 
good system installation starts with proper design. 

There currently exists a shortage of qualified layout technicians.  With the influx of new design work that 
is now projected, the industry faces the task of filling this need with trained and qualified technicians.  
The investment is substantial and will require the current contractors to put aside past neglect.  There 
are a number of reasons for this neglect, and it is not the purpose of this report to address.  However, it 
should be said that the contractor that attacks and solves this issue—wins.  

If there has been neglect of design training, the neglect is even more pronounced when it comes to 
installation.  Fire sprinkler system installation is much more than pipe and fittings.  The proper location 
and position of each fire sprinkler is dependent on a variety of factors and tolerances are tight when 
compared to many building appliances.  Recruiting and training to meet the coming demand is essential 

to the successful implementation of 
residential fire sprinkler 
requirements in the IRC.  Finding 
7000 new installation technicians 
will require creative and inventive 
tactics to fill these positions with 
qualified candidates.  If the 
sprinkler industry stumbles in this 
regard, the opportunity is ripe for 
other piping trades, such as 
plumbing contractors, to step in 
and fill this demand. 

As with design and installation, another real concern is for the jurisdictions to develop the knowledge 
and expertise to provide competent enforcement.  No small task when it is recognized that the fire 
prevention community has been historically understaffed and undertrained.  A lack of qualified plan 
reviewers and inspectors will only magnify the risks and challenges that come with a shortage of trained 
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design and installation technicians.  This vacuum may be best filled by a combination of fire service 
personnel and third‐party sources, provided there is a sufficient protocol of checks and balances for the 
design and installation community. 

 

Conclusion 
With the passage of this amendment, the old adage comes to mind‐‐“Be careful what you wish for 
because you might just get it.”  This amendment has the potential to create more work for the industry 
than any single event in the history of fire sprinklers.  Of course, this potential will only be realized if the 
industry can prepare itself to perform this work in a qualified manner at a cost that justifies the 
investment.  Those who step up to this opportunity have the chance to experience success at a level 
never contemplated by most.  Sprinklers are a necessary part of the fire protection equation.  
Residential fire sprinklers are now part of the International Residential Code, and the challenge is now 
upon the industry to execute in the manner that the proponents envisioned.     
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Appendix 
 

1. Item RB64-07/08 
 

RB64–07/08 
R313 (New), Appendix P, Chapter 43 (New) 
 
Public Comment 2: 
 
Ronny J. Coleman, Retired California State Fire Marshal, representing Fire Sprinkler Coalition, 
requests Approval as Modified by this Public Comment. 
 
Replace proposal as follows: 
 

SECTION R313 
SPRINKLER PROTECTION 

 
R313.1 Required Installation. Effective January 1, 2011, a residential fire sprinkler system shall be installed in one- and two-family 
dwellings and townhouses. 
 

Exception: A residential fire sprinkler system shall not be required for additions or alterations to existing buildings that are 
not already provided with a residential fire sprinkler system. 

 
R312.2 Design and Installation. Residential fire sprinkler systems shall be designed and installed in accordance with Section 
P2904 or NFPA 13D. 
 
(Renumber subsequent sections) 
 
Delete IRC Appendix P without substitution: 
 

APPENDIX P 
FIRE SPRINKLER SYSTEM 

 
The provisions contained in this appendix are not mandatory unless specifically referenced in the adopting ordinance. 
 
AP101 Fire sprinklers. An approved automatic fire sprinkler system shall be installed in new one- and two-family dwellings and 
townhouses in accordance with Section 903.3.1 of the International Building Code. 
 
Add standard to Chapter 43 as follows: 
 
NFPA 13D-07  Installation of Sprinkler Systems in One- and Two-family Dwellings and Manufactured Homes 
 
Commenter’s Reason: It is important to point out that there was no comprehensive debate on this proposal at the hearing in Palm 
Springs. The IRC Fire Sprinkler Coalition (www.IRCFireSprinkler.org) and many others chose to forgo debate since it was clear, 
based on committee actions on prior proposals, that the committee would not accept any proposal having to do with residential 
sprinklers. 

When RB64 was called to the floor, there were only 10 committee members present (other than the chairman), and 4 of 
these individuals were appointed by the National Association of Home Builders. Given NAHB’s well-known policy of opposing 
residential sprinklers, passage of RB64 would have required a unanimous vote of the remaining 6 members. Such a requirement, 
the threshold of unanimity among committee members who don’t have a pre-determined vote, to pass a code change is inconsistent 
with the concept of consensus code making, and it depreciates ICC’s code-making process. Accordingly, the committee vote lacks 
merit and should be ignored. 

We ask the ICC membership to support this public comment based on the overwhelming evidence that has been 
presented in support of residential sprinklers over the past few years. The reason statement provided with the original RB64 
proposal and the reason statements provided with many other proposals this year clearly make the case that residential sprinklers 
represent the best way to achieve a sustainable and long-term reduction in residential fire losses. 

We know that: 1) the residential fire problem is not limited to older homes, 2) the residential fire problem cannot be solved 
with smoke alarms, 3) more firefighters are killed fighting fires in dwellings than in any other occupancy, and 4) residential sprinklers 
represent a cost effective solution to America’s residential fire problem. These conclusions are clearly documented in publicly 
available reports. 
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We also know that consumers are accepting residential sprinklers as an important feature in new home construction in 
increasing numbers. This comes as no surprise because the IBC requires EVERY other residential occupancy built today to have 
sprinklers, and it simply makes sense that renters who live in sprinklered apartments will want to move into sprinklered homes. 

While NAHB suggests that sprinklers should remain a “choice” for new homeowners, the concept of choice has two 
significant flaws. First, it’s common knowledge that major home builders won’t offer sprinklers even if the owner wants them 
installed, so home buyers who want sprinklers are simply told that they’re not offered as an option. Second, why should the first 
home buyer be given the right to choose whether a home gets a fire sprinkler system, on behalf of all future homeowners, their 
families, and the community who ultimately assumes responsibility for providing fire protection for unsprinklered properties? This 
simply makes no sense. 

The fact that the National Association of Home Builders is the only national organization to oppose the adoption of 
residential sprinklers as a mainstream feature in new home construction is very telling, and we are optimistic that ICC’s membership 
will make the decision that the time has finally come for all homes to be sprinklered. It seems that everyone agrees that we’ll 
eventually get there, so what are we waiting for? 
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2. Estimating Market Value  
 
Several approaches were used to estimate the current and potential market value for installing fire 
sprinklers in all U.S. single family residential units. Fire sprinkler industry financial data is hard to 
assemble, but it is believed that the conclusions reached are realistic and biased towards the 
conservative.  These calculations are detailed in 2.1 through 2.3.  The method used in the report utilized 
a unit cost per installed sprinkler.  This was chosen as it lends itself to the purpose of illustrating the 
impact of the code change on the market with the emphasis on skilled labor.  Two other approaches 
include examining values by square footage constructed and total construction contract values. 

 
2.1. Value by unit cost per installed sprinkler 

 

Many in the industry use unit costs to determine contract value. Using industry knowledge and polling 
contractors throughout the United States the following regional and national costs were developed for 
this report: 

 

To use a unit cost approach an average number of sprinklers per dwelling unit must be determined. The 
approach taken by the authors incorporates an evaluation of the maximum area of coverage for 
residential fire sprinklers, the average square footage of dwelling units, the typical areas not covered by 
sprinklers such as attached garages, small bathrooms and closets, and architectural features that affect 
the placement of sprinklers.  There is much subjectivity involved but the authors emphasize that the 
objective of the analysis is to lay a foundation for the conclusions regarding the economic impact, not to 
provide exact numbers of sprinklers. 
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Using this approach, the authors have concluded that a conservative average of 100 ft² is acceptable.  
Using this area of coverage, the average square footage was taken by region for 2007 and the following 
sprinkler counts were identified: 

 

 

2.2.  Value by cost per square foot of sprinklered space   

The U.S. Census Bureau and the Department of Housing and Urban Development reported that the 
average square footage of single family residences completed in 2007 was 2479 ft².  The average size of 
single family houses has steadily increased since 1978 when it stood at 1750 ft².  The average grew to 
2265 ft² in 2001 and 2642 ft² for the 2nd quarter of 2008. 

 

3. System Layout Labor Analysis 

Estimating the number of design hours needed to meet the potential market can be evaluated several 
different ways.  The process is simplest for the single family market.  Each individual home requires a 
complete system consisting of a water supply, system riser with control valve(s) and appurtenances, 
piping network, and sprinklers.  The working plans for the system must show all of these components 
and hydraulic calculations must be prepared to demonstrate that the system will deliver the specified 
design criteria.  

It is estimated that the completion of working drawings and hydraulic calculations will average 8 hours 
for a single family dwelling unit.  More complex and larger homes will take longer, while simple small 
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ramblers will require something less than 8 hours.  Since a number of homes will have typical floor plans 
in tract developments, it is conservatively estimated that only 60% of single family residences will 
require complete and customized working drawings. It should also be noted that even where typical 
floor plans are found, the hydraulic characteristics can vary due to variables in water supplies (pressure 
variances are the most common due to elevation changes, underground piping configurations, meters, 
and such).   

Taking these variables into consideration, the following calculation is made: 

60% of the 1,133,930 dwellings units will require working drawings and hydraulic calculations.  Each of 
these 680,358 designs will average 8 hours of labor by a qualified system layout technician which totals 
5,442,864 hours.  With the average layout technician working an average of 2000 hours annually, a total 
of 2,721 trained layout technicians are needed to meet the demand.   

 

4. Installation Labor Analysis 

Installation labor is typically quantified by contractors using the number of labor hours needed to install 
one sprinkler. For the purposes of this report, all the labor involved with installing a sprinkler system is 
factored with and measured in terms of time per installed sprinkler.  This includes the time to prepare 
and install the piping, supports, bracing, sprinklers, valves, alarms, and all appurtenances.  Also, included 
is time for job site supervision, job site coordination, and all required commissioning and acceptance 
tests. 

The type of piping, fittings, and sprinklers will affect the time it takes to install a sprinkler.  Plastic pipe 
and fittings (CPVC) will require less time than using threaded steel pipe.  Because of the wide use of 
plastic pipe (over copper or steel), the labor factor selected for this report is based on the use of plastic 
pipe and fittings.  Using the experience of the authors, polling a number of sprinklers contractors 
including both union and merit, and giving consideration to regional differences, a labor factor of 0.5 
hours per sprinkler was decided upon.   

Using the 40 year average for completed single family homes with an average of 25 sprinklers for each 
dwelling, the total number of sprinklers installed annually is 29,225,000.  Using the ratio of 0.5 labor 
hours for each sprinkler, the total number of labor hours required is 14,174,125.  Taking a standard 
number of hours worked in a year at 2000 calculates to 7087 full‐time installation technicians. 

 

5. Jurisdictional Enforcement Labor Analysis 

System acceptance typically consists of two site visits.  The first involves a hydrostatic test of the piping 
to verify that it will hold pressure and has no leaks.  This is done with the piping exposed and the 
inspector typically examines the piping supports for proper installation in addition to the pipe and 
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fittings.  The second visit comes at the completion of the building and consists of an inspection of the 
finished installation and an operational test of the system.    

Unlike plan review in which one plan can represent typical units (such as tract home developments), 
each individual unit must be inspected.  However, it is recognized that with tract developments, 
inspections can often be performed for a number of units in a single visit.  Therefore, for the purposes of 
this report the number of hours needed to complete each inspection is set at one hour for non‐tract 
homes (680,358  units) and one‐half hour for units in tract developments (453,572 units).  These time 
estimates are considered conservative and include consideration for travel, re‐inspections, and 
paperwork. 
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6. U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Data  

6.1.  New Privately Owned Housing Units Completed 

New Privately Owned Housing Units Completed

Annual Data

(Components may not add to total because of rounding.  Number of housing units in thousands.)

In structures with-- Region
Year Total 1 unit 2 to 4 5 units Northeast Midwest South West

units or more Total 1 unit Total 1 unit Total 1 unit Total 1 unit
1968 1,319.8 858.6 77.4 383.6 198.8 (NA) 347.5 (NA) 527.4 (NA) 246.1 (NA)
1969 1,399.0 807.5 79.8 512.1 219.8 (NA) 344.7 (NA) 553.1 (NA) 281.4 (NA)
1970 1,418.4 801.8 85.1 531.5 184.9 (NA) 323.4 (NA) 594.6 (NA) 315.5 (NA)
1971 1,706.1 1,014.0 106.1 586.1 225.8 (NA) 348.1 (NA) 727.0 (NA) 405.2 (NA)
1972 2,003.9 1,160.2 119.2 724.7 281.1 (NA) 411.8 (NA) 848.5 (NA) 462.4 (NA)
1973 2,100.5 1,197.2 123.5 779.8 294.0 (NA) 441.7 (NA) 906.3 (NA) 458.6 (NA)
1974 1,728.5 940.3 95.3 692.9 231.7 (NA) 377.4 (NA) 755.8 (NA) 363.6 (NA)
1975 1,317.2 874.8 60.4 381.8 185.8 (NA) 313.2 (NA) 531.3 (NA) 286.8 (NA)
1976 1,377.2 1,034.2 77.1 265.8 170.2 (NA) 355.6 (NA) 513.2 (NA) 338.3 (NA)
1977 1,657.1 1,258.4 94.9 303.7 176.8 (NA) 400.0 (NA) 636.1 (NA) 444.2 (NA)
1978 1,867.5 1,369.0 116.1 382.2 181.9 (NA) 416.5 (NA) 752.0 (NA) 517.1 (NA)
1979 1,870.8 1,301.0 124.9 444.9 188.4 135.2 414.7 293.8 761.7 534.9 506.0 337.1
1980 1,501.6 956.7 118.8 426.3 146.0 99.8 273.5 169.6 696.1 454.6 386.0 232.8
1981 1,265.7 818.5 111.4 335.7 127.3 86.9 217.7 139.8 626.4 408.4 294.3 183.3
1982 1,005.5 631.5 80.7 293.1 120.5 79.0 143.0 92.2 538.8 339.5 203.2 120.7
1983 1,390.3 923.7 92.0 374.4 138.9 106.1 200.8 141.6 746.0 475.9 304.6 200.2
1984 1,652.2 1,025.1 112.2 514.8 168.2 128.6 221.1 155.8 866.6 508.2 396.4 232.5
1985 1,703.3 1,072.5 97.2 533.6 213.8 167.8 230.5 151.3 812.2 514.0 446.8 239.4
1986 1,756.4 1,120.2 86.1 550.1 254.0 193.1 269.8 170.0 763.8 504.5 468.8 252.6
1987 1,668.8 1,122.8 71.4 474.6 257.4 195.8 302.3 201.3 660.4 467.2 448.7 258.5
1988 1,529.8 1,084.6 56.6 388.6 250.2 187.7 280.3 191.3 594.8 457.0 404.6 248.4
1989 1,422.8 1,026.3 58.7 337.9 218.8 159.0 267.1 190.7 549.4 420.0 387.5 256.6
1990 1,308.0 966.0 44.8 297.3 157.7 126.7 263.3 195.0 510.7 389.3 376.3 254.9
1991 1,090.8 837.6 36.8 216.6 120.1 99.6 240.4 185.3 438.9 348.2 291.3 204.5
1992 1,157.5 963.6 36.1 158.0 136.4 113.7 268.4 218.2 462.4 399.6 290.3 232.2
1993 1,192.7 1,039.4 26.3 127.1 117.6 105.2 273.3 231.6 512.0 455.7 290.0 246.9
1994 1,346.9 1,160.3 31.8 154.9 123.4 112.9 307.1 255.0 580.9 507.3 335.5 285.1
1995 1,312.6 1,065.5 34.7 212.4 126.9 107.8 287.9 232.1 581.1 472.4 316.7 253.2
1996 1,412.9 1,128.5 33.1 251.3 125.1 107.8 304.5 244.5 637.1 507.3 346.2 268.8
1997 1,400.5 1,116.4 37.0 247.1 134.0 115.5 295.9 236.4 634.1 505.6 336.4 258.9
1998 1,474.2 1,159.7 40.6 273.9 137.3 116.4 305.1 243.5 671.6 517.2 360.2 282.5
1999 1,604.9 1,270.4 35.2 299.3 142.7 114.7 334.7 276.2 732.7 569.7 394.8 309.9
2000 1,573.7 1,241.8 27.3 304.7 146.1 120.4 334.4 268.9 729.3 565.9 363.9 286.5
2001 1,570.8 1,255.9 33.9 281.0 144.8 113.7 316.4 261.1 726.3 578.2 383.3 302.9
2002 1,648.4 1,325.1 35.0 288.2 147.9 113.3 329.8 272.0 757.8 614.8 412.8 325.0
2003 1,678.7 1,386.3 31.5 260.8 154.6 113.6 332.2 274.2 755.6 635.5 436.2 363.1
2004 1,841.9 1,531.5 23.5 286.9 155.9 118.9 362.4 303.6 840.4 699.8 483.3 409.2
2005 1,931.4 1,635.9 37.5 258.0 170.7 131.7 351.9 307.2 903.7 760.5 505.1 436.5
2006 1,979.4 1,654.5 40.8 284.2 179.1 128.3 325.1 285.5 986.7 825.8 488.6 414.9
2007 1,502.8 1,218.4 31.4 253.0 144.8 104.6 222.7 188.6 766.1 631.5 369.3 293.8

NA Not available.

Note: Single-family estimates prior to 1999 include an upward adjustment of 3.3 percent made to account for 
structures completed in permit-issuing areas without permit authorization.
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6.2. Median and Average Square Feet of Floor Area in New One-Family Houses Sold by Location 

               Region                Region
United Inside Outside North- United Inside Outside North-

Year States MSAs MSAs east Midwest South West States MSAs MSAs east Midwest South West

1978 1,650 1,710 1,420 1,730 1,590 1,700 1,600 1,750 1,810 1,510 1,800 1,700 1,800 1,700
1979 1,650 1,710 1,390 1,770 1,600 1,670 1,600 1,760 1,820 1,480 1,830 1,710 1,790 1,700
1980 1,570 1,630 1,330 1,670 1,470 1,600 1,510 1,700 1,760 1,410 1,810 1,640 1,730 1,640
1981 1,560 1,650 1,270 1,800 1,390 1,570 1,540 1,710 1,790 1,390 1,880 1,640 1,730 1,660
1982 1,530 1,570 1,290 1,720 1,440 1,520 1,530 1,690 1,730 1,440 1,830 1,670 1,690 1,640
1983 1,580 1,610 1,390 1,670 1,680 1,580 1,530 1,740 1,770 1,470 1,820 1,880 1,740 1,630
1984 1,610 1,640 1,380 1,670 1,690 1,590 1,570 1,790 1,830 1,470 1,910 1,900 1,760 1,720
1985 1,590 1,620 1,330 1,640 1,610 1,590 1,580 1,760 1,790 1,480 1,830 1,780 1,750 1,710
1986 1,650 1,680 1,370 1,760 1,640 1,660 1,600 1,810 1,840 1,490 1,890 1,810 1,820 1,740
1987 1,760 1,780 1,510 1,810 1,720 1,780 1,730 1,900 1,920 1,630 1,920 1,880 1,930 1,850
1988 1,800 1,820 1,500 1,730 1,760 1,800 1,820 1,960 1,990 1,670 1,950 1,910 1,990 1,960
1989 1,860 1,900 1,440 1,840 1,820 1,830 1,900 2,000 2,050 1,600 1,990 1,960 2,010 2,020
1990 1,890 1,940 1,460 1,910 1,820 1,890 1,910 2,050 2,100 1,650 2,080 1,960 2,070 2,060
1991 1,900 1,960 1,450 2,000 1,810 1,890 1,940 2,050 2,100 1,600 2,110 1,960 2,060 2,080
1992 1,900 1,940 1,520 2,000 1,800 1,950 1,830 2,060 2,100 1,670 2,100 1,970 2,120 2,000
1993 1,900 1,950 1,550 2,000 1,800 2,000 1,810 2,060 2,100 1,670 2,120 1,960 2,140 1,990
1994 1,900 1,940 1,530 2,020 1,800 1,970 1,810 2,050 2,090 1,660 2,210 1,950 2,110 1,960
1995 1,880 1,940 1,570 2,080 1,800 1,980 1,790 2,050 2,090 1,650 2,190 1,940 2,130 1,950
1996 1,940 1,970 1,620 2,100 1,830 1,990 1,860 2,090 2,120 1,740 2,290 1,970 2,140 2,020
1997 1,960 2,000 1,620 2,120 1,890 2,000 1,900 2,140 2,170 1,760 2,280 2,050 2,170 2,090
1998 2,000 2,040 1,610 2,130 1,930 2,020 1,950 2,170 2,210 1,750 2,310 2,070 2,210 2,120
1999 2,033 2,082 1,667 2,204 1,935 2,087 1,977 2,221 2,263 1,806 2,340 2,097 2,278 2,178
2000 2,077 2,127 1,729 2,323 1,982 2,092 2,042 2,265 2,308 1,846 2,469 2,148 2,287 2,245
2001 2,099 2,136 1,794 2,301 1,936 2,137 2,062 2,282 2,321 1,925 2,486 2,144 2,309 2,272
2002 2,134 2,171 1,805 2,323 1,946 2,158 2,166 2,301 2,344 1,923 2,487 2,132 2,324 2,333
2003 2,125 2,163 1,833 2,276 1,916 2,146 2,168 2,315 2,360 1,975 2,444 2,153 2,336 2,345
2004 2,169 2,233 1,852 2,406 2,003 2,222 2,126 2,366 2,418 1,988 2,610 2,215 2,412 2,322
2005 2,235 2,264 1,822 2,365 2,049 2,255 2,261 2,414 2,448 1,988 2,601 2,262 2,436 2,422
2006 2,237 2,284 1,803 2,412 2,019 2,281 2,249 2,456 2,497 1,989 2,571 2,261 2,503 2,449
2007 2,235 2,281 1,883 2,278 2,001 2,300 2,220 2,479 2,516 2,062 2,582 2,257 2,538 2,456

RSE 1 1 4 6 3 2 2 1 1 5 5 2 2 2

A  Represents an RSE that is greater than or equal to 100 or could not be computed.
NA  Not available.  RSE  Relative Standard Error.
S  Withheld because estimate did not meet publication standards on the basis of response rate,
associated standard error, or a consistency review.

Median square feet Average square feet

Median and Average Square Feet of Floor Area in New One-Family Houses Sold by Location
(Medians and averages computed from unrounded figures)
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6.3.  Number of New One-Family Contractor-Built Houses Started by Contract Price per Square Foot and 
Location  

$35.00 $50.00 $60.00 $70.00 $80.00 $90.00 $100.00 $35.00 $50.00 $60.00 $70.00 $80.00 $90.00 $100.00
Under to to to to to to and Under to to to to to to and

Year Total $35.00 $49.99 $59.99 $69.99 $79.99 $89.99 $99.99 over Total $35.00 $49.99 $59.99 $69.99 $79.99 $89.99 $99.99 over

1999 208 7 33 30 37 31 24 18 29 100 3 16 15 18 15 12 8 14
2000 195 6 25 30 34 29 23 15 33 100 3 13 15 17 15 12 7 17
2001 186 4 21 24 29 30 24 19 36 100 2 11 13 15 16 13 10 19
2002 198 7 26 26 26 31 26 17 40 100 3 13 13 13 16 13 8 20
2003 205 4 22 25 32 27 26 19 49 100 2 11 12 16 13 13 9 24
2004 198 2 21 22 26 24 25 21 58 100 1 10 11 13 12 12 10 29

RSE 6 30 28 11 10 8 11 14 10 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)

1999 128 3 17 17 23 21 16 12 18 100 3 14 14 18 16 12 10 14
2000 115 3 12 16 21 17 15 10 22 100 3 11 14 18 15 13 9 19
2001 113 2 10 13 17 19 16 13 24 100 2 9 12 15 17 14 11 21
2002 113 3 11 14 15 20 15 10 23 100 3 10 13 14 18 14 9 20
2003 115 1 10 14 17 16 15 12 31 100 1 8 12 15 14 13 10 27
2004 108 1 8 12 13 14 15 10 35 100 1 7 11 12 13 14 9 33

RSE 8 42 32 12 13 11 17 13 14 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)

1999 80 3 15 13 14 10 8 5 11 100 4 19 16 17 13 10 7 14
2000 81 3 13 14 13 12 8 5 12 100 4 16 18 16 15 10 6 15
2001 73 2 11 11 12 11 9 6 12 100 3 14 15 16 15 12 8 17
2002 85 3 15 11 11 11 11 6 17 100 4 17 13 13 13 12 7 20
2003 90 3 13 12 15 11 11 7 18 100 3 14 13 17 13 12 8 20
2004 90 1 13 10 12 10 10 11 23 100 1 14 11 14 11 11 12 26

RSE 12 39 39 18 17 15 17 25 19 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)

1999 26 (Z) 2 3 6 4 3 3 4 100 2 10 13 22 17 11 10 14
2000 25 (Z) 2 4 5 3 4 2 4 100 1 9 17 18 13 15 8 17
2001 24 (Z) 2 2 4 4 4 2 5 100 1 10 9 18 15 15 10 21
2002 24 1 1 2 3 5 4 3 6 100 2 5 9 11 20 15 12 25
2003 23 (Z) 2 1 3 3 3 2 8 100 1 10 6 11 13 12 9 36
2004 24 (Z) 2 2 2 2 3 3 9 100 2 10 9 10 9 12 13 36

RSE 12 57 36 31 27 15 23 24 15 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)

United States

Inside Metropolitan Statistical Areas

Outside Metropolitan Statistical Areas

Northeast

Number of New One-Family Contractor-Built Houses Started by Contract Price per Square Foot and Location
(Contract price excludes value of improved lot. Components may not add to totals because of rounding.)

Number of housing units (in thousands) by contract price Percent distribution
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1999 56 2 7 9 11 9 6 5 6 100 4 13 17 20 16 11 9 11
2000 49 2 6 8 8 8 6 5 8 100 4 12 15 16 15 12 9 16
2001 51 2 6 8 6 8 6 7 8 100 5 11 15 12 16 12 13 16
2002 49 3 5 5 7 8 6 5 10 100 6 11 10 15 16 12 10 20
2003 54 1 4 4 9 8 8 6 13 100 3 8 8 16 15 15 12 23
2004 41 1 2 4 5 5 6 4 15 100 1 5 9 13 13 15 9 35

RSE 21 73 69 41 37 27 24 26 15 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)

1999 95 4 21 14 16 12 10 6 12 100 4 22 15 17 13 11 6 13
2000 91 4 15 15 17 13 9 5 11 100 4 17 17 19 15 10 6 12
2001 83 1 11 12 15 13 11 6 12 100 2 14 15 18 16 13 7 15
2002 92 3 17 15 14 14 11 6 13 100 3 19 17 15 15 12 6 14
2003 90 2 14 17 16 11 10 6 14 100 2 16 19 18 12 11 7 16
2004 96 1 15 13 15 13 12 8 19 100 1 16 14 16 13 12 8 19

RSE 13 40 40 18 15 12 20 21 18 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)

1999 32 (Z) 2 4 4 5 5 4 7 100 1 7 12 14 17 15 13 22
2000 30 (Z) 2 3 4 5 4 2 10 100 1 6 9 12 17 13 8 34
2001 28 (Z) 1 2 3 4 3 4 11 100 1 3 7 9 15 13 13 38
2002 33 1 2 3 2 4 6 3 12 100 3 6 9 7 13 17 8 36
2003 38 (Z) 1 3 5 5 6 4 14 100 (Z) 4 7 12 13 15 12 38
2004 37 (Z) 1 3 3 4 4 6 17 100 1 2 8 7 10 12 16 45

RSE 19 61 52 27 30 22 18 36 33 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)

-  Represents zero.   A  Represents an RSE that is greater than or equal to 100 or could not be computed.
NA  Not available.  RSE  Relative Standard Error.
S  Withheld because estimate did not meet publication standards on the basis of response rate, associated standard error, or a consistency review.

Midwest

South

West
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6.4.  Median and Average Contract Price of New Contractor-Built One-Family Houses Started by Location and 
Type of Financing 

Inside Outside Rural
Metro Metro Conven- Housing

Year Total Areas Areas Northeast Midwest South West tional FHA VA Service Cash

1994 $117,600 $130,000 $90,000 (S) $116,500 $100,800 $140,000 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
1995 $125,000 $138,000 $100,000 (S) $125,000 $115,000 (S) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
1996 $127,500 $136,500 $105,000 (S) $128,000 $120,000 $143,000 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
1997 $135,000 $150,000 $108,000 $151,300 $125,000 $125,000 $155,000 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
1998 $146,700 $160,000 $122,400 $159,000 $140,000 $139,000 $183,200 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
1999 $149,800 $160,600 $133,700 $166,400 $148,800 $141,400 $173,000 $151,970 $104,240 $154,570 $68,130 $151,890
2000 $152,300 $163,400 $135,900 $158,500 $152,600 $146,000 $185,000 $155,640 $117,900 $141,390 $90,510 $152,850
2001 $165,400 $179,700 $144,400 $182,700 $159,400 $155,300 $205,100 $165,470 $128,160 $156,840 (S) $195,550
2002 $163,600 $177,300 $142,100 $185,700 $173,200 $145,900 $187,600 $164,690 $106,530 $137,280 $79,420 $178,070
2003 $172,300 $194,300 $149,700 $198,300 $176,700 $151,600 $210,100 $174,740 $131,100 (S) (S) $179,070
2004 $180,600 $196,500 $162,800 $189,800 $189,700 $158,100 $228,100 $182,190 $93,420 (S) (S) $173,030
2005 $200,200 $203,800 $192,600 $225,100 $197,900 $181,700 $252,300 $199,730 $119,000 (S) (S) $192,900
2006 $200,300 $220,100 $181,600 $218,700 $188,600 $194,600 $273,800 $206,270 $138,610 (S) (S) $197,050
2007 $205,800 $223,900 $177,000 $216,700 $184,300 $196,300 $297,500 $203,740 $180,190 (S) (S) $200,510

RSE 4 5 7 16 8 6 14 4 5 9 9        .

1994 $139,400 $154,500 $112,600 (S) $137,800 $125,500 $166,600 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
1995 $149,400 $164,000 $124,800 (S) $145,100 $138,900 (S) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
1996 $151,900 $164,500 $128,800 (S) $147,700 $139,400 $189,500 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
1997 $165,600 $186,600 $130,800 $185,000 $151,900 $157,200 $200,700 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
1998 $176,600 $196,400 $141,200 $186,600 $166,900 $159,700 $230,800 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
1999 $188,900 $207,100 $160,200 $208,500 $176,000 $172,900 $245,900 $183,720 $112,180 $156,270 $121,150 $204,140
2000 $204,500 $227,700 $170,700 $207,000 $197,600 $182,700 $284,200 $196,680 $116,940 $140,070 $107,830 $246,590
2001 $211,500 $232,900 $176,900 $223,000 $195,000 $195,600 $290,100 $205,190 $131,010 $154,010 (S) $252,930
2002 $206,200 $227,400 $178,400 $233,100 $199,500 $191,000 $244,000 $203,170 $112,450 $150,150 $83,980 $240,090
2003 $219,900 $245,500 $188,500 $244,400 $203,200 $201,700 $279,600 $218,230 $135,700 (S) (S) $244,010
2004 $238,100 $264,700 $207,900 $234,400 $239,800 $218,400 $292,500 $231,460 $115,970 (S) (S) $265,440
2005 $264,900 $276,600 $242,700 $305,100 $233,000 $241,100 $345,900 $253,570 $129,350 (S) (S) $295,100
2006 $283,300 $302,200 $244,900 $325,400 $226,400 $259,100 $392,400 $272,880 $137,910 (S) (S) $326,120
2007 $282,000 $307,400 $230,600 $334,700 $243,300 $249,500 $396,000 $273,490 $202,420 (S) (S) $321,680

RSE 5 6 10 19 9 6 10 6 30 16 50 12

 A  Represents an RSE that is greater than or equal to 100 or could not be computed.
NA  Not available.  RSE  Relative Standard Error.
S  Withheld because estimate did not meet publication standards on the basis of response rate, associated standard error, or a consistency review.

Note: Average contract prices for 1999 through 2001 have been revised using an improved procedure to adjust for extreme prices. 
No extreme price adjustment was used prior to 1999.

Median Contract Price

Average Contract Price

Median and Average Contract Price of New Contractor-Built One-Family Houses Started by Location and Type of Financing
(Contract price excludes value of improved lot. Medians and averages computed from unrounded figures.)

Location Type of Financing
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6.5.  New Residential Construction in July 2008 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2008 AT 8:30 A.M. EDT
CB08-139

Erica Filipek or Raemeka Mayo
Manufacturing and Construction Division
(301) 763-5160

NEW RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION IN AUGUST 2008
The U.S. Census Bureau and the Department of Housing and Urban Development jointly announced the following new residential 
construction statistics for August 2008:

BUILDING PERMITS

Privately-owned housing units authorized by building permits in August were at a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 854,000. 
This is 8.9 percent (±1.5%) below the revised July rate of 937,000 and is 36.4 percent (±1.5%) below the revised August 2007 esti

Single-family authorizations in August were at a rate of 554,000; this is 5.1 percent (±1.3%) below the July figure of 584,000.  
Authorizations of units in buildings with five units or more were at a rate of 271,000 in August.

HOUSING STARTS

Privately-owned housing starts in August were at a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 895,000.  This is 6.2 percent (±9.2%)* below 
the revised July estimate of 954,000 and is 33.1 percent (±6.7%) below the revised August 2007 rate of 1,337,000.

Single-family housing starts in August were at a rate of 630,000; this is 1.9 percent (±8.9%)* below the July figure of 642,000.  The 
August rate for units in buildings with five units or more was 251,000.

HOUSING COMPLETIONS

Privately-owned housing completions in August were at a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 961,000.  This is 9.8 percent 
(±11.5%)* below the revised July estimate of 1,065,000 and is 35.8 percent (±7.7%) below the revised August 2007 rate of 
1,498,000.

Single-family housing completions in August were at a rate of 676,000; this is 17.0 percent (±10.6%) below the July figure of 
814,000.  The August rate for units in buildings with five units or more was 269,000.

New Residential Construction data for September 2008 will be released on Friday, October 17, 2008, at 8:30 A.M. EDT.  
Our Internet site is:  http://www.census.gov/newresconst

EXPLANATORY NOTES

* 90% confidence interval includes zero.  The Census Bureau does not have sufficient statistical evidence to conclude that the actual change is different from zero.

http://www.census.gov/newresconst

In interpreting changes in the statistics in this release, note that month-to-month changes in seasonally adjusted statistics often show movements which may be irregular.  It 
may take 3 months to establish an underlying trend for building permit authorizations, 4 months for total starts, and 5 months for total completions.  The statistics in this 
release are estimated from sample surveys and are subject to sampling variability as well as nonsampling error including bias and variance from response, nonreporting, and 
undercoverage.  Estimated relative standard errors of the most recent data are shown in the tables. Whenever a statement such as “2.5 percent  (±3.2%) above” appears in 
the text, this indicates the range (-0.7 to +5.7 percent) in which the actual percent change is likely to have occurred.  All ranges given for percent changes are 90-percent 
confidence intervals and account only for sampling variability. If a range does not contain zero, the change is statistically significant. If it does contain zero, the change is not 
statistically significant; that is,  it is uncertain whether there was an increase or decrease. The same policies apply to the confidence intervals for percent changes shown in 
the tables.  On average, the preliminary seasonally adjusted estimates of total building permits, housing starts and housing completions are revised about one percent. 
Explanations of confidence intervals and sampling variability can be found on our web site listed above.
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Table 1.  New Privately-Owned Housing Units Authorized in Permit-Issuing Places
[Thousands of units.  Detail may not add to total because of rounding]

2 to 4  5 units 
Total 1 unit units or more Total 1 unit Total 1 unit Total 1 unit Total 1 unit 

2007: August 1,343 928 55 360 147 86 197 150 640 476 359 216 
September 1,277 870 50 357 138 79 205 145 636 457 298 189 

October 1,182 811 48 323 145 76 185 133 554 415 298 187 
November 1,187 767 53 367 126 70 192 131 594 406 275 160 
December 1,111 714 56 341 134 71 166 116 560 378 251 149 

2008: January 1,052 675 43 334 126 68 180 112 539 365 207 130 
February 981 646 40 295 105 66 130 97 504 350 242 133 
March 932 621 37 274 111 60 126 93 502 340 193 128 

April 982 649 38 295 108 60 157 110 499 344 218 135 
May 978 635 34 309 137 58 147 109 460 330 234 138 
June 1,138 616 33 489 295 53 148 103 459 321 236 139 

Julyr 937 584 33 320 105 56 147 99 487 306 198 123 

Augustp 854 554 29 271 83 60 148 92 439 284 184 118 

Average RSE (%)1 1 1 5 1 2 2 3 4 1 1 1 2 

Percent Change:

August 2008 from July 2008 -8.9% -5.1% -12.1% -15.3% -21.0% 7.1% 0.7% -7.1% -9.9% -7.2% -7.1% -4.1%

90% Confidence Interval 3 ± 1.5 ± 1.3 ± 2.2 ± 4.6 ± 7.2 ± 8.4 ± 6.9 ± 8.9 ± 1.3 ± 1.6 ± 2.1 ± 2.6 

August 2008 from August 2007 -36.4% -40.3% -47.3% -24.7% -43.5% -30.2% -24.9% -38.7% -31.4% -40.3% -48.7% -45.4%

90% Confidence Interval 3 ± 1.5 ± 1.1 ± 3.4 ± 3.6 ± 6.7 ± 7.8 ± 6.6 ± 8.5 ± 1.0 ± 1.2 ± 1.9 ± 2.4 

2006 1,838.9 1,378.2 76.6 384.1 174.6 103.4 279.4 209.3 929.7 726.2 455.2 339.3 
2007 1,398.4 979.9 59.6 359.0 150.6 83.7 211.7 153.8 692.2 507.5 343.9 234.9 

RSE (%) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X)

2007: Year to Date2 1,017.7 739.8 42.4 235.5 106.7 61.0 153.0 115.4 504.3 379.5 253.6 184.0 

2008: Year to Date2 678.2 434.8 23.8 219.5 92.9 40.6 99.9 69.9 338.1 231.5 147.3 92.8 

RSE (%) 1 1 2 (Z) 2 3 2 2 1 1 1 1 

Year to Date Percent Change 4 -33.4% -41.2% -43.9% -6.8% -13.0% -33.4% -34.7% -39.5% -33.0% -39.0% -41.9% -49.6%

90% Confidence Interval 3 ± 0.8 ± 1.0 ± 2.3 ± 1.1 ± 3.4 ± 5.1 ± 2.5 ± 3.0 ± 0.6 ± 0.7 ± 1.2 ± 1.5 

2007: August 126.0 87.5 5.2 33.3 14.3 8.4 19.0 14.7 59.1 44.3 33.5 20.1 
September 100.5 66.6 3.9 30.0 11.2 6.4 17.7 12.2 47.8 33.7 23.8 14.3 

October 103.8 70.7 4.3 28.8 13.7 7.2 18.0 13.2 45.9 34.5 26.2 15.9 
November 89.5 54.7 4.3 30.5 10.1 5.2 14.9 9.9 44.3 28.8 20.2 10.8 
December 77.8 45.2 4.0 28.7 9.8 4.6 10.0 6.2 40.4 24.9 17.6 9.6 

2008: January 75.9 47.5 2.8 25.6 8.0 4.2 10.1 5.9 43.0 28.2 14.8 9.2 
February 73.4 47.5 2.8 23.0 6.4 3.8 7.9 5.3 40.3 28.5 18.8 9.9 
March 77.4 53.6 3.0 20.8 8.4 4.7 9.9 7.5 43.2 30.2 15.9 11.2 

April 89.5 62.7 3.4 23.4 9.7 5.7 15.7 11.5 44.4 32.4 19.8 13.1 
May 90.3 61.1 2.9 26.2 12.6 5.6 14.2 11.4 41.6 30.7 21.9 13.5 
June 108.1 58.7 2.9 46.5 29.7 5.2 14.4 10.2 41.6 29.4 22.5 13.8 

Julyr 83.5 55.0 3.0 25.5 9.8 5.6 14.3 10.1 42.2 27.7 17.2 11.6 

Augustp 73.5 47.4 2.4 23.7 7.3 5.4 13.5 8.2 37.4 24.0 15.3 9.8 

Average RSE (%)1 1 1 5 1 2 2 3 4 1 1 1 2 

pPreliminary.      rRevised.    RSE Relative standard error.   S  Does not meet publication standards because tests for identifiable and stable seasonality do not meet reliability standards.     
X Not applicable.     Z Relative standard error is less than 0.5 percent.
1Average RSE for the latest 6-month period. 2Reflects revisions not distributed to months. 
3 See the Explanatory Notes in the accompanying text for an explanation of 90% confidence intervals. 4  Computed using unrounded data.

Period In structures with --

Northeast United States

 Seasonally adjusted annual rate

 Not seasonally adjusted

Midwest South West
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Table 2.  New Privately-Owned Housing Units Authorized, but Not Started, at End of Period
[Not seasonally adjusted.  Thousands of units.  Detail may not add to total because of rounding]

2 to 4  5 units 
Total 1 unit units or more Total 1 unit Total 1 unit Total 1 unit Total 1 unit 

2007: August 195.7 119.4 7.3 69.0 25.7 12.4 19.5 11.2 101.0 63.7 49.5 32.2 
September 190.1 113.1 6.7 70.3 22.5 12.3 20.9 11.8 97.9 59.3 48.9 29.7 

October 177.7 107.2 5.8 64.7 20.7 10.9 19.4 8.9 88.1 57.3 49.5 30.0 
November 175.2 107.0 5.0 63.2 19.6 10.6 18.2 9.3 87.7 57.7 49.7 29.5 
December 178.3 103.2 5.9 69.3 20.8 10.3 19.6 9.4 87.4 53.9 50.5 29.6 

2008: January 182.0 105.3 6.0 70.7 20.7 9.7 21.1 10.3 91.3 55.0 48.9 30.3 
February 176.7 104.9 6.4 65.3 19.6 9.8 20.1 10.4 87.9 55.6 49.1 29.1 
March 168.1 99.8 5.6 62.6 16.1 9.7 19.7 9.8 86.6 52.7 45.7 27.7 

April 164.8 100.5 5.0 59.3 17.1 9.5 20.4 11.7 85.2 53.6 42.1 25.6 
May 163.7 98.4 5.5 59.9 17.6 8.9 21.3 11.6 81.5 51.6 43.3 26.2 

Juner 166.2 94.3 5.5 66.4 24.1 8.7 20.9 11.1 75.7 47.3 45.5 27.2 

Julyr 159.2 91.7 5.5 62.0 18.7 8.3 19.0 10.3 77.7 47.4 43.9 25.6 

Augustp 152.6 84.6 5.3 62.7 13.7 7.8 19.0 8.2 80.0 46.7 39.8 22.0 

Average RSE (%)1 5 7 14 7 11 18 8 11 8 9 11 15 

Percent Change: 2

August 2008 from July 2008 -4.1% -7.8% -3.7% 1.2% -26.4% -7.1% 0.4% -20.8% 3.0% -1.6% -9.3% -14.1%

90% Confidence Interval 3 ± 3.2 ± 3.4 ± 9.6 ± 6.4 ± 10.7 ± 15.4 ± 9.1 ± 13.3 ± 5.2 ± 3.8 ± 4.4 ± 5.2 

August 2008 from August 2007 -22.1% -29.2% -27.5% -9.1% -46.5% -37.3% -2.5% -27.1% -20.8% -26.7% -19.6% -31.7%

90% Confidence Interval 3 ± 6.1 ± 6.0 ± 27.7 ± 12.5 ± 11.0 ± 16.3 ± 20.1 ± 13.6 ± 10.7 ± 9.8 ± 8.3 ± 7.4 

pPreliminary.      rRevised.     RSE Relative Standard Error.    
1Average RSE for the latest 6-month period. 2  Computed using unrounded data.
3 See the Explanatory Notes in the accompanying text for an explanation of 90% confidence intervals.

Note:  These data represent the number of housing units authorized in all months up to and including the last day of the reporting period and not started as of that date without regard to the   
months of original permit issuance.  Cancelled, abandoned, expired, and revoked permits are excluded. 

Period

MidwestNortheast United States

In structures with --

WestSouth
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Table 3.  New Privately-Owned Housing Units Started
[Thousands of units.  Detail may not add to total because of rounding]

2 to 4  5 units 
Total 1 unit units or more Total 1 unit Total 1 unit Total 1 unit Total 1 unit 

2007: August 1,337 968 (S) 332 98 75 240 171 696 507 303 215 
September 1,185 936 (S) 220 143 77 170 150 597 492 275 217 

October 1,275 884 (S) 351 161 96 204 170 629 433 281 185 
November 1,179 816 (S) 342 128 82 209 139 587 422 255 173 
December 1,000 779 (S) 211 101 74 137 120 549 435 213 150 

2008: January 1,064 750 (S) 287 137 103 156 119 531 403 240 125 
February 1,107 722 (S) 356 129 67 154 110 577 376 247 169 
March 988 711 (S) 261 115 67 135 108 515 380 223 156 

April 1,004 681 (S) 308 93 59 164 104 504 353 243 165 
May 982 682 (S) 280 123 66 139 113 500 365 220 138 

Juner 1,089 663 (S) 404 251 63 139 113 490 348 209 139 

Julyr 954 642 (S) 301 179 70 154 109 435 319 186 144 

Augustp 895 630 (S) 251 153 64 133 115 403 302 206 149 

Average RSE (%)1 4 4 (X) 11 12 14 8 9 6 6 9 8 

Percent Change:

August 2008 from July 2008 -6.2% -1.9% (S) -16.6% -14.5% -8.6% -13.6% 5.5% -7.4% -5.3% 10.8% 3.5%

90% Confidence Interval 2 ± 9.2 ± 8.9 (X) ± 19.3 ± 22.7 ± 37.3 ± 17.2 ± 20.4 ± 16.6 ± 13.6 ± 20.6 ± 15.5 

August 2008 from August 2007 -33.1% -34.9% (S) -24.4% 56.1% -14.7% -44.6% -32.7% -42.1% -40.4% -32.0% -30.7%

90% Confidence Interval 2 ± 6.7 ± 4.9 (X) ± 22.0 ± 42.6 ± 32.2 ± 7.5 ± 8.7 ± 9.0 ± 5.5 ± 12.3 ± 9.5 

2006 1,800.9 1,465.4 42.7 292.8 167.2 118.0 279.5 235.3 910.3 756.5 443.8 355.6 

2007 1,355.0 1,046.0 31.7 277.3 142.9 93.0 210.1 171.1 681.1 539.5 320.9 242.4 

RSE (%) 1 1 9 3 3 5 2 2 2 2 2 2 

2007: Year to Date 980.8 779.1 22.7 179.0 97.4 65.8 149.7 122.9 494.2 403.5 239.4 187.0 

2008: Year to Date 681.2 470.1 12.3 198.9 97.8 45.6 97.5 74.7 335.7 246.7 150.2 103.0 

RSE (%) 1 2 10 4 3 4 3 3 2 3 2 3 

Year to Date Percent Change 3 -30.5% -39.7% -45.8% 11.1% 0.4% -30.6% -34.9% -39.2% -32.1% -38.9% -37.3% -44.9%

90% Confidence Interval 2 ± 1.7 ± 1.7 ± 10.6 ± 9.4 ± 8.6 ± 7.9 ± 4.2 ± 2.3 ± 2.2 ± 2.1 ± 3.0 ± 3.8 

2007: August 121.2 86.6 3.5 31.1 9.5 7.4 22.9 16.4 61.5 43.8 27.3 19.0 
September 101.5 78.6 2.6 20.3 12.7 6.6 15.6 13.8 50.2 40.6 23.0 17.7 

October 115.0 77.4 3.8 33.8 15.0 8.8 20.0 16.8 55.2 36.3 24.7 15.5 
November 88.8 58.6 1.8 28.4 10.4 6.5 16.7 10.9 42.5 28.8 19.2 12.4 
December 68.9 52.3 0.8 15.9 7.4 5.4 8.0 6.7 38.9 30.3 14.6 9.9 

2008: January 70.8 48.5 1.9 20.4 8.2 5.8 8.2 5.5 38.0 28.9 16.5 8.3 
February 78.4 51.9 2.0 24.5 7.6 3.3 8.7 5.7 44.2 30.4 17.9 12.5 
March 82.2 61.5 1.2 19.5 8.6 5.0 9.7 7.7 45.2 35.1 18.6 13.6 

April 89.5 62.6 1.3 25.7 8.2 5.3 15.0 10.0 45.3 32.6 21.1 14.6 
May 91.7 66.1 1.7 23.9 11.7 6.8 14.2 12.0 44.9 33.4 20.8 13.8 

Juner 102.5 65.2 1.9 35.3 23.0 6.6 14.1 11.8 45.8 33.4 19.5 13.4 

Julyr 86.8 59.3 1.0 26.5 16.1 6.5 15.2 11.2 37.9 27.7 17.6 13.9 

Augustp 79.3 55.0 1.3 23.1 14.4 6.2 12.3 10.7 34.4 25.1 18.2 12.9 

Average RSE (%)1 4 4 26 11 12 14 8 9 6 6 9 8 

pPreliminary.      rRevised.    RSE Relative standard error.   S  Does not meet publication standards because tests for identifiable and stable seasonality do not meet reliability standards.     
X Not applicable.     
1Average RSE for the latest 6-month period. 2 See the Explanatory Notes in the accompanying text for an explanation of 90% confidence intervals.
3  Computed using unrounded data.

Not seasonally adjusted

South WestUnited States Northeast Midwest

In structures with --Period

Seasonally adjusted annual rate
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Table 4.  New Privately-Owned Housing Units Under Construction at End of Period
[Thousands of units.  Detail may not add to total because of rounding]

2 to 4  5 units 
Total 1 unit units or more Total 1 unit Total 1 unit Total 1 unit Total 1 unit 

2007: August 1,125 683 (S) 411 163 77 178 121 475 300 309 185 
September 1,110 667 (S) 412 165 74 170 117 471 295 304 181 

October 1,096 647 (S) 417 161 71 169 117 465 283 301 176 
November 1,077 623 (S) 424 161 70 170 114 455 273 291 166 
December 1,055 608 (S) 417 157 68 166 111 448 269 284 160 

2008: January 1,034 590 (S) 416 157 69 165 109 435 260 277 152 
February 1,024 580 (S) 416 159 70 162 105 428 253 275 152 
March 1,013 563 (S) 423 161 68 158 102 423 246 271 147 

April 1,006 550 (S) 429 158 64 157 99 420 240 271 147 
May 989 530 (S) 434 156 62 152 95 415 233 266 140 

Juner 977 511 (S) 442 169 62 145 89 403 226 260 134 

Julyr 956 492 (S) 441 170 60 145 88 391 217 250 127 

Augustp 947 485 (S) 440 175 60 141 86 380 212 251 127 

Average RSE (%)1 2 3 (X) 3 4 9 6 7 3 4 5 7 

Percent Change:

August 2008 from July 2008 -0.9% -1.4% (S) -0.2% 2.9% 0.0% -2.8% -2.3% -2.8% -2.3% 0.4% 0.0%

90% Confidence Interval 2 ± 0.9 ± 1.0 (X) ± 1.5 ± 1.4 ± 2.2 ± 1.7 ± 2.2 ± 1.9 ± 1.6 ± 1.6 ± 2.1 

August 2008 from August 2007 -15.8% -29.0% (S) 7.1% 7.4% -22.1% -20.8% -28.9% -20.0% -29.3% -18.8% -31.4%

90% Confidence Interval 2 ± 2.2 ± 2.4 (X) ± 4.8 ± 6.3 ± 6.8 ± 6.1 ± 6.2 ± 3.2 ± 2.8 ± 3.8 ± 5.6 

2007: August 1,158.5 717.9 31.1 409.5 166.7 80.9 185.9 129.3 487.1 312.7 318.8 195.1 
September 1,137.9 695.4 30.8 411.7 168.4 77.6 177.4 124.4 481.0 305.6 311.1 187.8 

October 1,119.9 668.1 31.9 419.9 164.4 73.5 177.5 124.8 472.1 289.2 306.0 180.7 
November 1,085.2 626.8 30.7 427.7 163.4 71.1 174.0 117.4 455.3 271.8 292.5 166.4 
December 1,025.0 579.1 29.6 416.3 155.9 67.0 162.5 107.2 431.6 253.3 274.9 151.6 

2008: January 1,002.4 559.2 28.4 414.8 155.0 67.0 158.3 102.1 421.0 246.4 268.1 143.8 
February 989.6 548.1 27.6 414.0 153.4 64.9 152.5 96.1 416.3 242.0 267.4 145.0 
March 988.6 540.5 27.1 421.0 156.2 64.0 150.1 94.6 416.6 240.4 265.6 141.5 

April 999.9 542.5 26.6 430.8 156.4 62.4 152.9 94.9 421.3 240.8 269.4 144.5 
May 995.4 535.9 25.2 434.4 155.7 61.7 151.2 94.3 419.8 237.2 268.8 142.7 

Juner 992.6 525.2 24.4 443.0 171.1 63.4 147.3 91.5 410.0 232.7 264.3 137.6 

Julyr 982.4 514.5 23.0 444.8 173.7 62.6 150.1 92.7 400.7 225.5 257.9 133.7 

Augustp 966.2 507.4 22.3 436.5 176.5 62.5 145.8 91.4 387.9 220.8 256.0 132.6 

Average RSE (%)1 2 3 10 3 4 9 6 7 3 4 5 7 

pPreliminary.      rRevised.    RSE Relative standard error.   S  Does not meet publication standards because tests for identifiable and stable seasonality do not meet reliability standards.     
X Not applicable.     
1Average RSE for the latest 6-month period. 2 See the Explanatory Notes in the accompanying text for an explanation of 90% confidence intervals.

Not seasonally adjusted

In structures with --

United States Northeast SouthMidwest West

Seasonally adjusted

Period
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Table 5.  New Privately-Owned Housing Units Completed
[Thousands of units.  Detail may not add to total because of rounding]

2 to 4  5 units 
Total 1 unit units or more Total 1 unit Total 1 unit Total 1 unit Total 1 unit 

2007: August 1,498 1,224 (S) 251 149 116 178 156 773 630 398 322 
September 1,378 1,101 (S) 246 139 96 245 192 651 539 343 274 

October 1,401 1,133 (S) 240 184 135 209 170 696 583 312 245 
November 1,404 1,140 (S) 234 124 93 216 193 686 545 378 309 
December 1,329 1,026 (S) 287 143 94 194 175 645 498 347 259 

2008: January 1,331 998 (S) 291 125 80 191 169 680 512 335 237 
February 1,251 906 (S) 315 101 67 228 178 682 485 240 176 
March 1,192 909 (S) 269 104 83 183 150 613 460 292 216 

April 1,033 808 (S) 192 117 90 146 124 523 416 247 178 
May 1,144 877 (S) 249 135 88 182 150 574 452 253 187 

Juner 1,131 844 (S) 266 85 62 201 170 582 420 263 192 

Julyr 1,065 814 (S) 229 130 86 138 118 523 399 274 211 

Augustp 961 676 (S) 269 83 59 168 128 496 331 214 158 

Average RSE (%)1 5 5 (X) 13 14 14 12 12 8 8 8 10 

Percent Change:

August 2008 from July 2008 -9.8% -17.0% (S) 17.5% -36.2% -31.4% 21.7% 8.5% -5.2% -17.0% -21.9% -25.1%

90% Confidence Interval 2 ± 11.5 ± 10.6 (X) ± 42.3 ± 24.6 ± 23.6 ± 28.6 ± 25.0 ± 16.9 ± 15.0 ± 18.0 ± 17.6 

August 2008 from August 2007 -35.8% -44.8% (S) 7.2% -44.3% -49.1% -5.6% -17.9% -35.8% -47.5% -46.2% -50.9%

90% Confidence Interval 2 ± 7.7 ± 6.5 (X) ± 34.6 ± 16.5 ± 15.8 ± 20.8 ± 17.1 ± 12.1 ± 9.2 ± 12.0 ± 9.9 

2006 1,979.4 1,654.5 40.8 284.2 179.1 128.3 325.1 285.5 986.7 825.8 488.6 414.9 
2007 1,502.8 1,218.4 31.4 253.0 144.8 104.6 222.7 188.6 766.1 631.5 369.3 293.8 

RSE (%) 1 1 9 4 6 8 2 2 2 2 3 2 

2007: Year to Date 1,008.1 816.9 22.6 168.6 91.2 65.6 142.0 119.1 528.4 436.7 246.4 195.6 

2008: Year to Date 725.7 537.9 15.7 172.1 69.5 47.7 111.6 90.8 374.8 275.8 169.7 123.5 

RSE (%) 2 2 13 6 5 5 5 5 4 3 3 3 

Year to Date Percent Change 3 -28.0% -34.2% -30.6% 2.1% -23.8% -27.2% -21.4% -23.7% -29.1% -36.8% -31.1% -36.8%

90% Confidence Interval 2 ± 2.8 ± 2.2 ± 16.5 ± 12.6 ± 11.3 ± 10.5 ± 6.6 ± 6.1 ± 4.4 ± 3.3 ± 4.8 ± 3.9 

2007: August 136.9 107.9 2.5 26.5 14.1 10.7 16.6 14.2 70.0 54.9 36.2 28.1 
September 123.2 99.8 2.6 20.7 12.2 8.6 22.9 18.4 57.2 47.7 30.9 25.1 

October 126.0 103.4 2.4 20.3 16.6 12.5 19.4 16.1 62.1 52.5 28.0 22.3 
November 118.7 98.9 2.3 17.5 10.9 8.6 19.9 18.2 56.6 46.0 31.3 26.1 
December 126.8 99.4 1.5 25.8 13.8 9.4 18.4 16.8 61.8 48.5 32.7 24.8 

2008: January 93.5 69.0 3.1 21.4 8.7 5.4 12.9 11.3 48.4 36.0 23.6 16.4 
February 87.0 63.2 2.1 21.7 7.2 4.9 15.2 11.8 48.1 34.5 16.5 12.1 
March 89.8 69.0 1.0 19.8 7.0 5.4 12.6 10.2 47.1 35.9 23.1 17.5 

April 79.6 62.0 2.5 15.0 8.6 6.5 11.2 9.5 40.6 32.3 19.0 13.6 
May 96.5 73.6 1.5 21.4 11.5 7.4 15.2 12.5 48.5 38.0 21.3 15.6 

Juner 99.7 73.6 1.9 24.2 7.6 5.5 17.3 14.5 51.4 36.6 23.4 16.9 

Julyr 89.9 68.0 1.9 19.9 10.7 6.9 11.3 9.6 44.7 33.9 23.1 17.6 

Augustp 89.7 59.5 1.7 28.6 8.1 5.6 15.8 11.5 46.0 28.5 19.8 13.8 

Average RSE (%)1 5 5 30 13 14 14 12 12 8 8 8 10 

pPreliminary.      rRevised.    RSE Relative standard error.   S  Does not meet publication standards because tests for identifiable and stable seasonality do not meet reliability standards.     
X Not applicable.     
1Average RSE for the latest 6-month period. 2 See the Explanatory Notes in the accompanying text for an explanation of 90% confidence intervals.
3  Computed using unrounded data.

Not seasonally adjusted

Midwest South WestUnited States Northeast 

In structures with --Period

Seasonally adjusted annual rate

 




